REFRACTION PHENOMENA
455
of the inversion layer, the inverted image blends with the object and disappears; at 5, only the erect image can be seen, and, indeed, may be seen even when the object itself, normally, would be below the horizon; at 6, the upper surface of the inversion layer, the vertical image merges with the object and disappears; while, everywhere beyond the upper surface, only the object itself is visible, as at 1, with no evidence, whatever, of abnormal refraction and mirage.
An additional inversion layer, obviously, might produce other images, while more or less confused layers might produce multiple and distorted images, such as shown in Fig. 166, copied from Scoresby's account1 of a certain telescopic view of the east coast of Greenland.
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FIG. 166.—Telescopic appearance of the coast of Greenland, at the distance of 35 miles, when under the influence of an extraordinary refraction. July 18, 1820. Lat. 71° 20', Long. 17° 30' W.
Inferior Mirage.—It is a very common thing, in flat desert regions, especially during the warmer hours of the day to see, below distant objects and somewhat separated from them, their apparently mirrored images—the inferior mirage. The phenomenon closely simulates, even to the quivering of the images, the reflection, by a quiet body of water, of objects on the distant shore, the "water77 being the image of the distant low sky, and, therefore, frequently leads to the false assumption that a lake or bay is close by. This type of mirage is very common on the west coast of Great Salt Lake. Indeed, on approaching this lake from the west, one can often see the railway over which he has just passed apparently disappearing beneath a shimmering surface. It is also common over smooth-paved streets, provided one's eyes are just above the street level. An undergrade crossing in a level town, for instance, offers an excellent opportunity almost any warm day of seeing well-defined
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